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ASH WEDNESDAY 

February 26, 2020. 
 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people 

of God.  The assembly gathers in silence. 

 

 

Greeting 
 The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 

Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you 
breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us to 
serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our 
prayers and acts of kindness, and strengthen us to 
face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

  Amen 

 

First Reading - Joel 2:1 - 2, 12 - 17 

 

Second Reading - 2 Corinthians 5: 20b - 6: 10 

 

Gospel Reading - Mathew 6: 1 - 6, 16 - 21 

 

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day - Restore in Us, O God   

    #328 ELW 

 

Confession of Sin 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 
 
Most holy and merciful God, 

we confess to you and to one another, 
and before the whole company of heaven, 
that we have sinned by our fault, 
by our own fault, 
by our own most grievous fault, 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. 

 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, 
and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been 
forgiven. 
 Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served 
us. We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have 
grieved your Holy Spirit. 
 Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to 
share the faith that is in us, we confess to you. 
 Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
 
 

 
Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, 
and apathy that have infected our lives, we confess to 
you. 
 Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our 
exploitation of other people, we confess to you. 
 Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure 
to share the faith that is in us, we confess to you. 
 Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our 
indifference to injustice and cruelty, we confess to you. 
 Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward 
our neighbors, and our prejudice and contempt toward 
those who differ from us, we confess to you. 
 Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack 
of concern for those who come after us, we confess to 
you. 
 Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
 Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Imposition of Ashes 
 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust 
of the earth.  May these ashes be a sign of our 
mortality and penitence, reminding us  that only 
by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given 
eternal life;  through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

  Amen. 
 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return. 

 
Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your 
salvation, 

 that we may show forth your glory in 
the  world. 
 

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy 
of his resurrection. 

 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all   
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

R: Let us be love in the word 

 
Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Offering Hymn – Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is  
         Calling # 608  (ELW) 

 

Offering Prayer  

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and 
earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us 
glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and 
to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

  Amen. 
 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and 

          praise. 

 

 



Lords’ Prayer 

 

 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 

Distribution 

 

Hymn during Distribution - Eternal Spirit of the  

   Living Christ  # 557 (CP) 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through 
these forty days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, 
that we may provide for those who are poor, pray 
for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and 
above all that we may find our treasure in the life 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 
 

Sending Song - The Glory of These Forty Days  

   # 170  (CP) 

 

Benediction 

 

Dismissal 

Go forth into the world to serve God with glad-
ness; 
be of good courage; 
hold fast to that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honor all people; 
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

 


